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Scientists urge stronger Paris Agreement pledges to
curb climate change

“Governments are moving in the right direction, but
nowhere near enough, so hopefully they will be willing
to take on much stronger commitments in next month’s
United Nation’s climate summit in Spain”, said Robert
Watson, lead author of the report by the nonprofit
Universal Ecological Fund. The report ranked nearly
757 of the pledges as insufficient, including ones by
major carbon emitters China, the U.S., and India. A
dozen, by countries including Australia, Japan and
Brazil, were judged only partially sufficient. Of the 184
pledges, only 36 are ambitious enough to help reach
the agreement’s goal of keeping global warming less
than 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, the report said.
Most of those 36 are by countries in the EU.

Tesco vows to remove 1 billion pieces of plastic
packaging by end 2020

Britain’s biggest retailer Tesco has pledged to remove
one billion pieces of plastic packaging from products

in its UK stores by the end of 2020, seeking to reduce
its environmental impact to meet growing consumer
demand for less waste. Tesco said recently, it hopes to
eliminate the hardest-to-recycle materials from its own
brand products by the end of this year, removing over
4,000 tonnes of materials from 800 lines. It said it is
also working with branded suppliers on this.

China CO2 emissions from energy sector still on the
rise for year 2019 and 2020

China’s carbon dioxide emissions from its energy sector
are expected to increase this year and next, driven by
rising oil and gas consumption instead of by coal, a
team of industry experts warned recently. The oil and
gas sectors could add more than 200 million tonnes

of carbon dioxide to China’s total emissions, meaning
overall greenhouse gas from energy use would still
rise 27 this year and 1.2/ in 2020, said researchers
with the “China Coal Cap Research Project” at a recent
briefing. Meanwhile, emissions from coal are expected
to fall 75.6 million tonnes in 2020 after a concerted
effort to switch to cleaner energy sources.

Worried by climate change, EU moves to end fossil
fuel funding

The European Union (EU) should phase out its funding
of oil, gas and coal projects, EU finance ministers said
in a recent joint statement, in a move that could mark
a major shift in the bloc’s efforts to combat climate
change. An outright phase-out could halt multi-billion-
euro financing of fossil fuel projects by the European
Investment Bank (EIB), the EU’s financial arm. Last
year, the EIB funded nearly 2 billion euros ($2.10
billion) of fossil fuel projects. Since 2013, such funding
has amounted to 13.4 billion euros, EIB data show.
The political declaration needs to be backed up by a
formal decision by the EIB board, which is composed
by representatives of the 28 EU states.

New Zealand passes law aiming for net zero
carbon emissions by 2050

New Zealand has placed itself on the right side of
history in the battle against climate change, Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said recently, after lawmakers
adopted a measure to cut carbon emissions to net
zero by 2050. The recent framework enshrines in law
the new 2050 greenhouse gas reduction target and
makes it a legally binding objective to keep global
warming below a rise of 1.5 °C. The bill accords
different treatment to methane emissions from
animals versus other greenhouse gases, but still
targets a cut of 107 in biological methane by 2030,
and up to 477 by 2050.

China Sinopec plans 100-barge fleet to ship cleaner
marine fuel

China’s Sinopec Corp plans to build a fleet of 100
barges over the next 3-years to supply marine fuel
compliant with new global emission standards, said
a Chinese shipping executive with direct knowledge
of the matter. Sinopec hopes the fleet would serve
its stated ambition to become a top regional supplier
of very low sulfur fuel oil (VLSFO). Burning VLSFO is
one of the options for shipowners when they have
to switch to fuel that contains 0.5 Sulphur from the
current 3.5 in January 2020 under a mandate by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO).
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