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Major states snub calls for climate action as U.N.
summit wraps up

A handful of major states resisted pressure to ramp
up efforts to combat global warming as a U.N. climate
summit ground to a close, angering smaller countries
and a growing protest movement that is pushing
for emergency action. The COP25 talks in Madrid
were viewed as a test of governments’ collective
will to heed the advice of science to cut greenhouse
gas emissions more rapidly, in order to prevent
rising global temperatures from hitting irreversible
tipping points.

A plateful of plastic: Visualising the microplastic
we consume

Microscopic pieces of plastic have been discovered
in the most remote locations, from the depths of the
ocean to Arctic ice - and in our bodies as we breathe
in and eat microplastic, and drink plastic-infused water
every day. People could be ingesting the equivalent
of a credit card of plastic a week, a recent study by
World Wildlife Fund International concluded, mainly
in drinking water but also via food like shellfish. In a
week, we ingest a plastic bottle cap’s worth, and in six
months, we consume a cereal bowl full. At this rate of
consumption, in a decade, we could be eating 2.5 kg in
plastic. And over a lifetime, we consume about 20 kg of
microplastic.

Britain’s zero-carbon power outstrips fossil fuels
in 2019

Britain, the birthplace of coal power, produced more
electricity from zero-carbon sources such as wind,
solar and nuclear than from fossil fuel plants for the
first time in 2019, National Grid said recently. Also last
year, Britain became the first G7 country to commit to
reaching net-zero emissions by 2050. The data shows
wind, solar, hydro, nuclear and imports produced
about 48.57 of Britain’s electricity in 2019, while fossil
fuels such as coal and gas contributed about 437. The
rest came from biomass. The increase in zero-carbon
power marks a huge shift from almost two decades ago
when fossil fuels provided about three quarters of the
country’s electricity.

Source: Reuters

Europe must do more to protect its rivers
and lakes

More than 5,500 scientists have signed an open letter
saying that Europe is facing a severe threat to its
freshwater biodiversity and must do more to protect
its rivers and lakes. A report was released by the EU’s
own environment agency, EEA, which said that nearly
two thirds of freshwater bodies across the continent
are unhealthy. Freshwater species are especially at
risk. Water is at risk of becoming an increasingly scarce
resource as climate change exacerbates pressures on
the water sources of half a billion Europeans who
depend on it.

Europe launches ‘Green Deal’ to slash fossil
fuel dependence

Europe sought to bolster the world’s faltering battle
against climate change with its “Green Deal” to
slash fossil fuel dependence. The agreement aims to
tighten emissions targets and develop what is called
the Fair Transfer Fund, which is a mechanism with a
value of at least 35 billion euros to support countries
most affected by stopping the use of fossil fuels. The
European Commission promised new laws in March to
make the EU climate neutral by 2050 under the Green
Deal.

Growth in global carbon emissions slowed
in 2019

A surprise drop in coal use in the U.S. and Europe has
helped to slow the growth of global carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions this year, with softening demand
in China and India also contributing, according to a
study published recently. The report, launched at a
U.N. climate summit in Madrid, showed that growing
appetite for oil and gas meant the world was still far
from achieving the drastic reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions needed to avert catastrophic global
warming. Nevertheless, coal use fell sharply in the
U.S. and Europe, helping slow the projected growth
in CO2 emissions to 0.6/ in 2019 compared with
2.1/ the previous year. The study also estimated
that emissions from forest fires and other land-use
changes rose in 2019 to 6 billion tonnes of CO2, about
0.8 billion tonnes more than the previous year, driven
partly by fires in the Amazon and Indonesia.
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