May 2019 —Issue 1

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS HEADLINES

Bi-Monthly News Bulletin

Jo¥) aaad) — 2019 sike

daldia) JLAY A ) ¢ glind)

e sl 1 LAY 50

Scientists warn a million species at risk of
extinction

One million animal and plant species are at
imminent risk of extinction due to humankind’s
relentless pursuit of economic growth, scientists
said in a landmark report on the devastating impact
of modern civilization on the natural world. The
report was produced by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES), which groups 130 countries, including the
United States, Russia and China. The report found
that up to one million of Earth’s estimated eight
million plant, insect and animal species are at risk
of extinction, many within decades.

Britain should strengthen climate goal to net
zero emissions by 2050

Britain should commit to a net zero greenhouse
gas emissions target by 2050, government climate
advisers said. This goal could require phasing out
of new petrol and diesel cars by at least 2035 and
a 207 cut in beef and lamb consumption. Britain
currently aims to cut greenhouse gas emissions
by 807 compared with 1990 levels by 2050. The
government-commissioned report said the new
target is achievable with existing technology but
can only be met if the government ramps up
climate policies.

China’s state planner to cut number of small
coal mines by 2021

China’s state planner will ramp up closures of
small coal mines to boost safety and reduce
pollution. The National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC) said on Tuesday (May 7,
2019), that China will shut down more mines with
annual capacity of less than 300,000 tonnes. The
total number of such mines will fall to less than
800 by 2021, the NDRC said in a statement on
their website. It will also close all mines producing
less than 300,000 tonnes a year in China’s top
coal-producing regions, including Inner Mongolia,
Shanxi, Shaanxi and Ningxia, by the end of this
year.

Source: Reuters

South Korea steps up shift to cleaner energy, sets
long-term renewable power targets

South Korea plans to boost the share of its energy
output generated from renewable sources to as much
as 357 by 2040. A draft revision to government policy
showed this new target to be, over four times the
current amount. Asia’s fourth-largest economy has
been pushing to shed its heavy reliance on coal and
nuclear power, with the latest target coming on top
of a 2017 plan to increase the amount of renewables
in its energy mix to 20/ by 2030. Renewable power
currently makes up around 87 of S. Korea’s energy
production. As the role of coal power is expected to
be cut further, while gas power generation will be
expanded.

New Apple lab uses robots to rip apart devices for
recycling materials

Apple will open a “Material Recovery” lab to investigate
new techniques using robotics and machines to rip
apart its devices and recover valuable materials such as
copper, aluminum and cobalt. The lab is part of Apple’s
broader goal to make all of its products from recycled
or renewable materials. Apple has not set a date for
when it will reach that goal, though some products
such as the MacBook Air already feature aluminum
made from melted down iPhones traded in to Apple.
The lab will be at the same Austin facility as “Daisy,” an
Apple-built robot that can now tear apart iPhones at
the rate of 1.2 million per year.

U.N. clinches deal to stop plastic waste ending up
in the sea

Around 180 countries reached a deal that aims to
sharply reduce the amount of plastic that gets washed
into the world’s oceans, the U.N. said. They agreed to
amend the Basel Convention to make global trade in
plastic waste more transparent and better regulated,
while also ensuring that its management is safer for
human health and the environment. “Pollution from
plastic waste, acknowledged as a major environmental
problem of global concern, has reached epidemic
proportions with an estimated 100 million tons of
plastic now found in the oceans, 80-90% of which
comes from land-based sources,” the statement said.
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