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International Energy Agency (IEA) rings alarm
bell on phasing out nuclear energy

A steep decline in nuclear energy capacity will
threaten climate goals and power supply security
unless advanced economies find a way to extend
the lifespan of their reactors, the IEA said. Nuclear
is currently the world’s second-largest source of
low-carbon electricity, behind hydropower, and
accounting for 107 of global electricity generation.
Over the past 20 years, wind and solar capacity
has increased by 580 gigawatt )JGW( in advanced
economies. Despite that, however, IEA estimates
that the 36/ share of clean energy sources in
global power supply in 2018 was the same as two
decades ago because of the decline in nuclear.

Malaysia to send 3,000 tons of plastic waste
back to countries of origin

Malaysia will send as much as 3,000 tons of plastic
waste back to the countries it came from, the
environment minister said, the latest Asian country
to reject rich countries’ rubbish. Malaysia last year
became the world’s main destination for plastic
waste after China banned its import, disrupting
the flow of more than 7 million tons of the trash a
year. Dozens of recycling factories have cropped up
in Malaysia, many without operating licenses, and
communities have complained of environmental
problems.

EU countries consume the planet’s resources
faster than they can be replenished

The European Union’s 28 countries consume

the Earth’s resources much faster than they can
be renewed, and none of them has sustainable
consumption policies, a recent report said, as EU
leaders meet to discuss priorities for the next five
years. Climate protection is among the priorities.
But views on concrete action differ between
countries, influenced greatly by their dominant
industries. “The EU uses up almost 207 of the
Earth’s bio-capacity although it comprises only 7%
of the world population,” the report said.

Source: Reuters

Total to move ahead with using palm oil at
biodiesel refinery

Total is set to start up a biodiesel refinery using

palm oil. The planned launch last summer sparked
opposition from farmers producing vegetable oil and
from environmental activists. The refinery in La Mede
in Southern France will begin production soon. The
start-up of the 500,000 tons-per-year refinery has been
delayed several times. Total has invested around 200
million euros ($223 million) to convert the loss-making
crude refining unit to biodiesel.

IMO agrees on stricter efficiency targets for some
ships

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) agreed
stricter energy efficiency targets for certain types of
ships in an effort to speed up action to cut the sector’s
emissions. The IMO’s Marine Environment Protection
Committee discussed rules on sulfur emissions and
other measures toward meeting a long-term goal of
cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 507 from 2008
levels by 2050. The international shipping sector
accounts for about 2/ of global CO2 emissions, the
main greenhouse gas blamed for global warming.

U.N. modernizes guidance for greenhouse
emission estimates

A United Nations climate change panel recently
updated guidelines for governments to estimate
greenhouse gas emissions so the most up-to-date
scientific research is included. Under the 2015 Paris
Agreement, governments use common methodologies
to measure how many greenhouse emissions they have
produced and how many have been removed from the
atmosphere. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) said the new 2019 guidelines built on
2006 methodologies by updating gaps and out-of-date
science. They include new technologies and emissions
sources across the energy, industrial processes,

waste, agriculture and forestry sectors. The 2019
refinement provides an updated and sound scientific
basis for supporting the preparation and continuous
improvement of national greenhouse gas inventories
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