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Ambitious 2050 climate goal relegated to footnote at

EU summit
A push by most European Union nations for the world’s

biggest economic bloc to go carbon-neutral by 2050 was

dropped to a footnote at a summit on Thursday after
fierce resistance from Poland, the Czech Republic and
Hungary. France and Germany had led efforts in setting
an ambitious new climate goal ahead of U.N. climate
talks in September that U.S. President Donald Trump
has abandoned. But unanimity was needed, and last-
ditch persuasion efforts in what diplomats described
as “impassioned” talks that dragged on for four hours
failed to ease fears among the central and eastern

European states, that it would hurt economies like theirs

dependent on nuclear power and coal.

Clean power to overtake fossil fuels in Britain in 2019

Britain, the birth place of coal power, is set this year
to use more electricity from zero-carbon sources such
as wind, solar and nuclear than from fossil fuel plants
for the first time, the country’s National Grid said. But
last month it became the first G7 country to commit to
reach net-zero emissions by 2050, a target requiring a
big increase in low-carbon power, and an even steeper
reduction in fossil fuel use. Data from National Grid
shows low-carbon power generation contributed
around 48 of Britain’s electricity in the first 5 months
of 2019 while fossil fuels such as coal and gas-fired
plants contributed around 47 7. The rest comes from
biomass and storage.

Indonesia becomes latest Southeast Asian country
to return waste to the West

Indonesia has sent back a consignment of Canadian
paper waste, imported via the United States, because
it was contaminated with material including plastic,
rubber and diapers, the environment ministry said.
Indonesia is the latest Southeast Asian country to
send back trash amid a spike in imports from Western
countries after China banned imports, disrupting the
global flow of millions of tons of waste each year.
Environment ministry official Sayid Muhadhar said five
containers, or around 100 tones, of waste had now
been sent back to Seattle from Indonesia’s second-
biggest city of Surabaya.

Source: Reuters
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Exxon Mobil to partner with carbon capture firm

Exxon Mobil Corp said it would partner with Global
Thermostat to try to bring carbon capture technology
to industrial scale. New York-based Global Thermostat’s
technology uses chemicals called amines to capture
and concentrate carbon dioxide from flue gas at
industrial facilities or directly from the atmosphere. The
companies hope to take technology tested on a small
scale and bring it to large industrial plants, said Vijay
Swarup, Vice President of research and development
for ExxonMobil Research and Engineering Company.
Exxon also announced in last May, that it would spend
as much as $100 million over 10 years on research with
two U.S. Department of Energy laboratories to bring
lower-emissions technologies to commercial scale.

Toyota to invest $2 billion in developing electric
vehicles in Indonesia

Toyota Motor Corp plans to invest $2 billion to develop
electric vehicles (EVs) in Indonesia over the next

four years, starting with hybrid vehicles, Indonesia’s
coordinating ministry for maritime affairs said. “From
2019 to 2023, we will progressively increase our
investment to $2 billion,” Toyota president Akio Toyoda
was quoted as saying in a statement released by the
ministry. The Japanese carmaker said last month that it
aimed for half its global sales to be from EVs by 2025,
five years ahead of schedule, and will tap Chinese
battery makers to meet the accelerated global shift to
electric cars.

U.S. renewable power output surpasses coal for
first time

The share of renewable energy sources in U.S. power
production has surpassed that of coal for the first

time on a monthly basis, the U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA) said. Renewable sources, including
utility-scale hydropower, wind, solar, geothermal, and
biomass, accounted for 237 of the country’s total
electricity generation in April 2019, versus 207 from
coal, the EIA said. “This outcome reflects both seasonal
factors as well as long-term increases in renewable
generation and decreases in coal generation,” the
agency said in a release.
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