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Foreword
On behalf  of  everyone at ExxonMobil, 
  
it is a privilege to be part of  this celebration of  achievement in honor of  His Excellency Abdullah Bin 
Hamad Al Attiyah, the President of  the Administrative Control and Transparency Authority and one 
of  the transformational leaders in the history of  the energy industry.
	
During his tenure as Minister of  Energy and Industry, the State of  Qatar emerged as the leading 
supplier of  liquefied natural gas, strengthening energy security in nations around the world. His 
Excellency Al Attiyah contributed significantly to the vision of  His Highness the Emir and continues 
to play a key role to bring progress and prosperity in a comprehensive, sustainable manner to Qatar.

His Highness the Emir and His Excellency Abdullah Al Attiyah wisely understood long ago that Qatar’s 
greatest natural assets lie not only in its energy resources, but in its people. To this end, they have 
committed themselves and the nation to the development of  the talents and capabilities of  Qataris by 
maximizing the value of  Qatar’s immense natural gas reserves and investing the proceeds in building 
a modern economy.

Tonight, as our industry gathers for this historic first annual His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad 
Al Attiyah International Energy Awards, we are doing so in a spirit of  achievement.  This occasion 
is not just a tribute to His Excellency Al Attiyah, it is in recognition of  men and women who have 
similarly made individual contributions to a global industry and in the process have developed people 
and improved nations.

At ExxonMobil we are especially proud of  our decades-long partnership with His Excellency Al 
Attiyah and with the State of  Qatar - and our role in helping develop the country’s energy resources. 

We have been honored to contribute to achievements such as Qatar becoming the world’s largest LNG 
producer, the development of  its domestic gas business, and to continue our work together developing 
the Barzan Gas Project. The diversification of  Qatar’s economy and the development of  science, 
technology and other intellectual capabilities are significant steps along Qatar’s journey to developing 
a knowledge-based economy for the 21st century.

May this evening serve as a testament to the power of  vision, the strength of  achievement, and to a long 
and enduring partnership between ExxonMobil and the people and the State of  Qatar.

Sincerely,

Bart Cahir
President and General Manager
ExxonMobil Qatar Inc.



Born in the State of  Qatar in 1952, H.E. Abdulla Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah 
has more than 30 years of  experience in the oil and gas industry holding 
numerous senior positions in the Ministry of  Finance & Petroleum and 
Ministry of  Energy & Industry.

In September 1992, H.E. was appointed Minister of  Energy and Industry, 
State of  Qatar, Chairman of  the Board of  Directors and Managing 
Director of  Qatar Petroleum. In 1998, H.E. was appointed Chairman of 
the Planning Council, in the State of  Qatar, while retaining his other posts.

From January 1999 to April 2000 he was appointed as Minister of  Energy, 
Industry, Electricity and Water. In September 2003, H.E. was appointed 
Second Deputy Premier, while retaining his post as Minister of  Energy & 
Industry.
On April 3, 2007, H.E. was appointed Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Energy & Industry. On January 18, 2011 he was appointed Chairman of 
the Emiri Diwan, while retaining his post as Deputy Prime Minister.

On November 30, 2011 he was appointed President of  the Administrative 
Control & Transparency Authority retaining his post as Deputy Prime 
Minister.
H.E. Al-Attiyah also holds the following positions:
* Since 1975: Chairman, Gulf  Helicopters Company
* 1986 – 2002: Member, Gulf  Air Board of  Directors
* Since 1992: Chairman, Qatar Amateur Radio Society
* Since 1999: Chairman, Qatar General Electricity & Water Corp.
* Since 2002: Chairman Qatar Fuel (WOQOD)
* Since 2011: Member, Board of  Trustees of  Qatar Museums Authority                             

In May 2006 H.E. Al-Attiyah was elected as Chairman of  the United 
Nations’ Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-15) for one year. 
He was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from Texas A&M University on 
May 5, 2011.
He has participated in numerous OPEC and OAPEC Ministerial 
Conferences and has been elected several times to preside over the OPEC 
Conferences. He has delivered various speeches/lectures in the field of 
energy and industry at many international and regional conferences.

He has been awarded the following order & medals:
* Her Majesty Queen Beatrix of  the Netherlands has awarded him the 
Grand Cross in the Order of  the Orange Nassau (2011)

* His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of  Japan has awarded him the Grand 
Cordon Order of  the Rising Sun in recognition of  his great achievements and 
efforts in promoting and strengthening friendly relations and cooperation 
with Japan (2008).

* The Lebanese government has awarded him the following medals in 
recognition of  his outstanding contributions in the academic field and in 
promotion of  bilateral relations:
 - The National Order of  the Cedar (Grand Officer) in 2000
 - Lebanon Order of  Merit (1st Grade) in 2005
- Teaching Staff Medal for the Alumni of  the Faculty of  Engineering 
American University in Beirut (2006)

Leisure interests include: football, amateur radio, fishing, traveling and 
reading.

His Excellency 
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

President of  the Administrative Control and Transparency Authority, Qatar



HE Mr Fuad Siniora is currently the Head of  the Future Bloc in the Lebanese 
Parliament. He also served as the President of  the Council of  Ministers in 
Lebanon from 2005 to 2009. Prior to his Premiership Mr. Siniora served as 
the Minister of  Finance between 2000 and 2004.  

Mr Siniora was also the Chairman – Chief  Executive Officer of  the 
Méditerranée Group from 2004 to 2005 and served on the Board of  Arab 
Bank. He was appointed as acting Minister of  State for Financial Affairs 
in successive cabinets during H.E Rafic Hariri’s tenure as Prime Minister 
between 1992 and 1998. 

Between 1982 and 1992 Mr. Siniora held several high level executive posts 
within the 
Méditerranée Group. Mr. Siniora was also the Chairman – Managing 
Director of  the IRAD, sal and Mal, sal Holding Companies and was a 
director at the Arab Universal Insurance & Reinsurance Co. 

Mr Siniora began his career in the finance industry at Citibank in the early 
1970s and then joined Lebanon’s Central Bank in 1977 where he Chaired 
the Banking Control Commission until 1982. 

During that time he also lectured the Lebanese University and at his alma 
mater, the American University of  Beirut, where he earned a Masters 
degree in Business Administration in 1970.

Former Massachusetts Governor Bill Weld provides 
clients with advice and counsel related to government 
strategies, international business transactions, cross-border 
investments, and international capital flows.

Before joining ML Strategies, Bill practiced law in the New 
York and Washington, DC offices of  a large international 
law firm, where he established an extensive international 
consulting business in energy, mining, and technology.

Bill was elected Governor of  Massachusetts in 1990 and 
reelected in 1994 with 71% of  the vote. During his term, 
he succeeded in reducing taxes while balancing the state 
budget, and his pro-business policies are widely considered 
to have made a positive impact on the state.

As Governor, Bill led sixteen official trade missions to Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and Europe. He also served as national 
co-chair of  the Privatization Council, which pioneered public-
private partnerships, particularly in the area of  infrastructure.

Bill has long experience in energy issues and markets. As 
Governor, he deregulated the electric industry, setting a 
model for other US states to introduce competition and 
market mechanisms. He mandated the use of  natural gas as 

HE Fuad Siniora
Former Prime Minister of  Lebanon

William F. Weld
Former Governor of  Massachusetts

Special Guest Special Guest

fuel for government bus fleets, and was an early proponent 
of  the development of  hybrid and electric vehicles. More 
recently, Bill has spent a number of  years working on oil 
and gas exploration and production and mining issues in 
emerging markets around the world.

Bill served as Assistant US Attorney General in charge of  the 
Criminal Division of  the Justice Department in Washington, 
and as US Attorney for Massachusetts, earning national 
recognition for his work fighting public corruption and 
white-collar crime. He also spent a dozen years practicing 
as a securities and anti-trust litigator. Earlier, Bill served as 
a staff member in both the US House of  Representatives, 
where he participated in the Watergate impeachment 
inquiry, and the US Senate.

Bill is an active member of  the Council on Foreign Relations 
in New York and Washington, DC. 

Bill also serves as an associate member of  the InterAction 
Council, a working society of  former heads of  state which 
convenes annually to consider and report on issues of  global 
concern. The InterAction Council was hosted by King 
Abdullah of  Saudi Arabia at a recent annual meeting, and 
will be convening in May 2013 in Bahrain.



Tributes
to

His Excellency 
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah

His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al Attiyah has been a fixture 
on the international oil and gas scene for more than three decades. After 
graduating, he joined his Country’s oil and gas industry where he very quickly 
made his mark, becoming a witness to and an engine for the transformation of 
Qatar into a major global player on the energy scene.

The combination of  his quick wit and courage helped His Excellency Al 
Attiyah to encourage his country to take risks to build up its gas industry, with an 
enviable degree of  success, including the creation of  the world’s largest liquefied 
natural gas company supplying consumers across the globe.

My own personal acquaintance with His Excellency Al Attiyah goes back almost 
three decades as, throughout the 1980’s, we both continued our careers in the 
oil and gas industry and our paths regularly crossed at various OPEC meetings. 
When, in 1992, His Excellency Al Attiyah was given his Country’s ministerial 
portfolio responsible for oil and gas, our encounters became more frequent as 
we met repeatedly at meetings of  the OPEC Conference of  Ministers.  
There were occasions when our points of  view on matters under discussion did 
not always concur, but we were always united in our common desire to safeguard 
and advance the interests of  our respective Countries, on the one hand, and 
the interests of  the Organization of  the Petroleum Exporting Countries, on the 
other.  

On more than one occasion during the 1990s, His Excellency Al Attiyah 
and I shared the OPEC Presidency – in 1993, His Excellency Al Attiyah 
was President and I held the Alternate Presidency, in 1996 our roles 
were reversed.  We also both served on OPEC’s production monitoring 
committee during some of  the most difficult years in OPEC’s history.  
Over this time, I learned to respect and admire His Excellency Al Attiyah’s 
professionalism, dedication, enthusiasm and, dare I say, genius for finding 
solutions to seemingly unbreakable deadlocks. 

I know that, during his illustrious career, His Excellency Al Attiyah has 
received a number of  awards and honours, including the Grand Cross 
of  the Order of  Orange Nassau by the Queen of  the Netherlands and 
the Grand Cordon Order of  the Rising Sun by the Emperor of  Japan.  
More recently, His Excellency Al Attiyah received an Award from his own 
Head of  State in recognition of  his outstanding contribution to Qatar’s 
commitment to transparency in business and governance and for his 
unrivalled contribution to Qatar’s enviable economic progress.

For me to be considered a recipient of  one of  the first Abdullah Bin Hamad 
Al-Attiyah International Energy Awards is a humbling but indescribable 
honour. The lifetime achievements of  His Excellency Al Attiyah makes an 
Award carrying his name all the more treasured.

By 
His Excellency Abdalla Salem El-Badri



His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah is a visionary 
leader and a selfless servant of  Qatar’s goals for sustainable growth and 
development, and he is among Texas A&M University at Qatar’s most ardent 
supporters.

Beginning in 1992, HE Minister Al-Attiyah concurrently held the positions of 
minister of  energy and industry, and chairman and CEO of  Qatar Petroleum. 
From those posts he led a revolution of  the nation’s energy industry by developing 
the market for liquefied natural gas (LNG). Now Qatar is the world’s leading 
exporter of  LNG — and is the world’s wealthiest nation per capita.
When he was promoted to head the Amiri Diwan in 2011, he had been 
longest-serving OPEC oil minister, and he is known internationally as a leading 
authority on energy markets and industries. His wisdom, experience and insight 
continue to make him a valuable resource to the State of  Qatar. 

In spite of  all this, HE Al-Attiyah remains a modest and straightforward man who 
saw tremendous value in educating Qatari nationals locally, and in particular, 
with the rapid growth in Qatar’s economy, he anticipated the extraordinary 
demand for engineers. He recognized the need, also, for technical expertise to 
solve practical problems faced by Qatar’s industry sector. As chairman of  Qatar 
Petroleum, he had ties to every part of  the nation’s energy sector, which eagerly 
looked to Qatar-based researchers as a resource.

It should be no surprise then that HE Al-Attiyah is the genesis of  Texas A&M 
University’s campus in Qatar — it was his idea to approach the University 
about establishing a campus in Education City. Now, with the University 
in its tenth year in Qatar, his support for Texas A&M and engineering 
education in Qatar is as strong as ever. He is a role model and source of 
inspiration for our students, and Minister Al-Attiyah represents the finest 
example of  a partner whose relationship with the University reaches all 
three pillars of  our mission of  teaching, research, and service. For this he 
was awarded an honorary doctorate by Texas A&M University in 2011.

HE Al-Attiyah realizes the tremendous value the University brings to Qatar, 
and he recognizes the ways our contributions to this proud nation enable 
its development and forward progress. He is steadfast in his belief  that the 
University’s relationship with Qatar is reciprocal and mutually beneficial.

In my ten-plus years associated with Texas A&M University’s campus in 
Qatar, I have met few people who were as enthusiastic about the University’s 
presence in the Middle East as Minister Al-Attiyah. And I have worked 
with nobody who was a stronger supporter of  the University’s academic, 
research and outreach programs in Qatar.  His contributions to the State of 
Qatar are manifold, but perhaps it is his support for engineering education 
that will be longest enduring.

By 
Dr. Mark H. Weichold

I met His Excellency Abdullah Al-Attiyah while covering one of  the 
more difficult and drawn out OPEC ministerial closed sessions at the OPEC 
conference in Geneva in 1988. He was sitting in the hotel lobby chatting with 
his colleagues from other delegations. 

He was then Director at the office of  Qatar’s Minister of  Oil, where he played 
an essential role in and was closely associated with all the debates at OPEC.
 
I recall that His Excellency asked me my name and nationality, and thereafter 
briefed me on the politics and history of  troubled Lebanon at that time, better 
than any Lebanese.  And as I came to know him better, I discovered that he was 
an encyclopedia on the history and politics of  all Arab countries. 

In 1999, His Excellency was appointed Minister of  Energy, Water and 
Electricity. His presence at OPEC conferences was essential for the success of 
the meetings; his negotiating and political skills, and deep knowledge of  OPEC 
and its member countries made him instrumental in the success of  OPEC 
conferences. HE Al Attiyah was also open to the press and often a valuable 
source to journalists who, in the early days of  OPEC, did not have easy access 
to information at OPEC meetings. 

His Excellency also successfully launched the gas industry of  Qatar, which 
has become the biggest producer of  LNG in the world. His personal 
relations with OPEC oil ministers, with international oil companies 
CEOs, with officials East and West, have made him renowned as an 
expert in the energy sector, respected for the transparency and authority 
with which he built the industry in his country.

Since his appointment in 2007 as Deputy Prime Minister with the energy 
Minister’s portfolio, and in 2011 as Chairman of  the Emiri Diwan, and in 2012 
as President of  the new Transparency Authority in Qatar, everybody in OPEC 
has missed him, from his fellow ministers to all in the international media – his 
smile is unique! 

His Excellency’s human qualities are significant. He has helped many 
former officials in the energy sector from different Arab countries which 
have witnessed upheavals, and has always recruited capable people from 
many other Arab countries to work with him.

He is loyal to his country, loyal to his friends, and is a humble and generous 
individual.

By 
Randa Takiedoine

By 
Randa Takieddine



the 
winners

The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy 
Awards have been conceived to celebrate individuals for 
their Lifetime Achievement in advancing fields of  work 

that emulate His Excellency Al-Attiyah’s 40 years of 
distinguished contribution to the global energy industry – 

the Qatar Energy Industry; the Organization of  Petroleum 
Exporting Countries; Education; the Advancement of 

Future Energy Leaders; Journalism. The award winners are 
recognized for an outstanding record of  accomplishment 

in their sector over the whole of  a career, celebrating 
individuals who have made an exceptional impact on the 
energy industry with distinct personal achievements for a 

consistent and prolonged period of  engagement.

~ Lifetime Achievement Awards ~



Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al-Nahayan’s life and career have been 
characterized by creativity, innovation, and dedicated public service. In his 
role as the Minister of  Higher Education and Scientific Research, he has 
guided and shaped higher education in the United Arab Emirates and has 
established a successful model for higher education throughout the Gulf 
region.  He is the Chancellor of  the United Arab Emirates University, 
the President of  Zayed University and the Chancellor of  the Higher 
Colleges of  Technology in addition to his duties as the Minister of  Higher 
Education and Scientific Research, all of  the United Arab Emirates

Sheikh Nahayan is also a recognized leader in dealing with the major 
social and economic issues that impact the United Arab Emirates and the 
Arab region.  He has played a major role in policy formulation related 
to the economic and social development of  the United Arab Emirates.  
Sheikh Nahayan has chaired several cabinet committees on manpower 
planning and social development in the United Arab Emirates, committees 
charged with formulating policies for human and social development in 
the country.  He is an accomplished public speaker. He gives more than 
150 public speeches and presentations every year.  

In private business, Sheikh Nahayan is an active, successful businessman, 
both within the United Arab Emirates and on the international stage.  He 
heads the Abu Dhabi Group, one of  the largest international investors in 
Pakistan, with interests in banking, tele-communications, pharmaceuticals, 

construction, petrochemicals, hotels, and real estate.  He is a chairman 
of  the board of  many important companies, including Chairman of  the 
Union National Bank in the UAE, Founder and Chairman of  Warid 
Communications, Founder of  Bank Al-Falah, in addition to being the 
chairman of  United Bank Limited.

A noted patron of  the arts, Sheikh Nahayan strongly supports a wide range 
of  activities, from natural history to music and culture, from national heritage 
to sports.  He is a strong proponent of  advanced technology and global best 
practices in education and business.  An active philanthropist with a high sense 
of  social responsibility, he champions many humanitarian causes and provides 
strong support for individuals with disabilities.

He also chairs and actively supports many groups and associations.  These 
include: the Abu Dhabi Music and Arts Foundation, the UAE Natural 
History Group, the Medecins Sans Frontieres in the UAE, the Society of 
History and Historical Heritage of  the UAE, The Millfield Association 
in the Arabian Peninsula, the Young Presidents Organization (YPO), the 
Abu Dhabi Cricket Club, the U.A.E. Table Tennis Federation, the Arab 
Universities Sports Federation, and Friends of  Al-Quds University in Abu 
Dhabi.  A strong supporter of  all cultural activities in Abu Dhabi and the 
UAE, including literature, theater, music, painting, sculpture, photography, 
and folk arts, Sheikh Nahayan is a regular patron of  art exhibitions and 
heritage festivals.

His Excellency 
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al-Nahayan

Minister of  Higher Education and Scientific Research, United Arab Emirates   

Lifetime Achievement for the  
Advancement of  Future Energy Leaders



H.E. Dr. Mohammed Bin Saleh Al-Sada has been appointed as Qatar’s 
Minister of  Energy and Industry on 18 January 2011 and then named as 
the Managing Director and Chairman of  the Board of  Qatar Petroleum 
(QP) on 14 February 2011.

Prior to this, he was the Minister of  State for Energy & Industry Affairs 
since April 2007, and he earlier served as the Managing Director of 
RasGas Company Limited (RasGas). Previously, H.E. Dr. Al-Sada held 
the position of  Director Technical at QP, where he directed major oil 
& gas projects and related infrastructure projects. He brings with him a 
wealth of  experience with over 28 years of  service with QP, successfully 
managing various important corporate departments.

Within the energy industry, H.E. Dr. Al-Sada is the Chairman of  the 
Board of  RasGas, Qatargas, Qatar Chemical Company Ltd. (Q-Chem), 
Qatar International Petroleum Marketing Company Ltd. (TASWEEQ), 

Qatar Petroleum International (QPI) and ASTAD Project Management, 
Industries Qatar, Gulf  International Services. He is also the Vice-
Chairman of  the Board for Qatar Steel Company.

H.E. Dr. Al-Sada is an active member of  the Qatari community and has 
served as a member of  several distinguished committees and organizations, 
including the Permanent Constitution Preparation Committee, the 
Supreme Education Council and the National Committee for Human 
Rights. He is currently the Chairman of  the Joint Advisory Board (JAB) 
of  Texas A&M University at Qatar and a Board Member of  the Qatar 
Foundation

His Excellency holds a PhD from the University of  Manchester Institute 
of  Science and Technology (UMIST) in the UK, having earlier graduated 
with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Marine Science and Geology from 
Qatar University.  He is married with two daughters and three sons. 

His Excellency 
Dr. Mohammed Bin Saleh Al-Sada

Minister of  Energy and Industry, Qatar & Chairman of  the Board of  Qatar Petroleum

Lifetime Achievement for the  
Advancement of  the Qatari Energy Industry



HE Abdalla Salem El-Badri was appointed OPEC Secretary General on 
1 January 2007. He began his oil industry career with Esso Standard (now 
ExxonMobil) in 1965 after studies in Accounting, Business Administration, 
Finance and Management in the United States and Libya.  

In 1977, he became a member of  the Board of  Directors of  Libya’s Umm 
Al-Jawaby Oil Company, moving on to become Chairman of  the Waha 
Oil Company (a joint venture company between the Libyan National Oil 
Company, Conoco, Amerada Hess and Marathon Oil) in 1980.  In 1983, 
he became Chairman of  the Libyan National Oil Company, before being 
made Minister of  Petroleum in 1990. His ministerial career continued 
with his appointment as Minister of  Energy, Oil and Electricity (1993-
2000) and Deputy Prime Minister (2000-2004), before he returned to the 
chairmanship of  the Libyan National Oil Company (2004-2006).

During the latter half  of  1994, he was both President and Secretary 
General of  OPEC, and again served as its president in 1996 and 1997. 
He has been a frequent speaker at numerous international industry events.

His Excellency 
Abdalla Salem El-Badri

OPEC Secretary General

Lifetime Achievement for the 
Advancement of  OPEC



Dr. Mark H. Weichold is a professor of  electrical engineering at Texas 
A&M University and has worked for General Dynamics Ft. Worth 
Division, Motorola in Austin, TX, and the U.S. Army Electronic 
Technology and Devices Laboratory in Ft. Monmouth, NJ. His research 
interests include electron device fabrication, process development, device 
design, and characterization. He has authored more than 80 journal 
articles, conference papers, and scientific reports, and holds three US 
Patents. He is a Senior member of  IEEE and a member of  the American 
Physical Society. 

In 1998 at TAMU, he was appointed as the Associate Provost for 
Undergraduate Programs and Academic Services and later as the Dean of 
Undergraduate Programs and Associate Provost for Academic Services.  In 
that capacity, he was part of  a team whose work led to the establishment of 
Texas A&M University at Qatar in 2003.  In January 2007, Dr. Weichold 
became dean and CEO of  TAMUQ.  Since then, Texas A&M at Qatar 
has grown to more than 500 currently enrolled students, including 40 
graduate students, and nearly 80 full time faculty members.  Of  the 300+ 
graduates, nearly half  are Qatari nationals.  Texas A&M at Qatar is also 
home to a research program with more than 140 projects aligned closely 

in support of  the Qatar National Vision 2030 and involving collaborators 
from around the world.

Dr. Weichold joined the faculty at TAMU in 1982 and has been engaged 
in many aspects of  engineering education over the past 30 years.  He 
has developed a summer workshop lecture/demonstration for high school 
science teachers, hosts workshops for STEM teachers, and reaches out 
to high school students to encourage their pursuit of  engineering and 
scientific fields.  He has served as a program evaluator for ABET and has 
been involved with the preparation for TAMU/TAMUQ visits for over 20 
years. As a faculty member, he has been part of  academic and curricular 
leadership at the department, college, and university levels.  He currently 
serves on the Qatar Foundation Academic Bridge Program Board of 
Governors and has served on the Board for the Community College of 
Qatar.  Dr. Weichold is engaged with the Habib University Foundation 
in Pakistan to establish the Habib University and currently serves on its 
Board of  Governors.  He has shared his engineering education expertise 
at conferences in Chicago, Sedona, Abu Dhabi, Dhahran, Vancouver, and 
Singapore.  In January 2013, he served as the General Chairman of  the 
World Congress on Engineering Education in Doha.

Dr. Mark H. Weichold
Dean and CEO of  Texas A&M University at Qatar 

Lifetime Achievement for the 
Advancement of  Education



Ms. Takieddine graduated in Political Science from the American 
University of  Beirut in 1972.  Her career in journalism started at the Daily 
Star newspaper in Lebanon. 

She moved to Paris one year before the outbreak of  the Lebanese civil war, 
where she worked as a freelancer with a number of  French publications, 
including “Politique Internationale” for whom she interviewed King 
Hussein Of  Jordan , Yasser Arafat and  Muammar Gaddafi. 

Ms Takieddine began her coverage of  the energy industry on the newsletter 
“Al-Nahar Arab Report” -  published jointly by Lebanese economist 
Marwan Iskandar and the Al – Nahar Lebanese publishing group. It was 
in this capacity that she reported on the first OPEC meeting in Caracas, 
Venezuela in 1977, and has since extensively covered the oil industry from 
Algeria to the Gulf.

In 1990, Ms. Takieddine was appointed as Paris correspondent for the 
Arabic language Al-Hayat newspaper, covering energy matters and French 
and Middle Eastern politics.

Ms. Takkiedine is a recipient of  both the Legion d’Honneur de Chevalerie, 
awarded to her by former French President Jacques Chirac, and the OPEC 
Prize for long-standing Journalism. 

Randa Takieddine
Paris Correspondent, Al-Hayat Newspaper

Lifetime Achievement for the 
Advancement of  Energy Journalism



EPILOGUE
by

Sean Evers
Managing Partner, Gulf  Intelligence



Gulf  Intelligence is thrilled and humbled to be trusted with the formidable 
responsibility to produce the inaugural Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah 
International Energy Awards, which recognize individuals for their 
Lifetime Achievement in the global energy industry. 
 
These prestigious new Energy Awards have been created and named to 
Honor His Excellency Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah, President of  the 
Administrative Control and Transparency Authority, in recognition of  his 
formidable contribution to the global energy community over the course 
of  many decades – in such a distinguished career His Excellency has made 
a difference to so many people, companies and nations, including most 
notably the massive contribution he has made to the development of  the 
energy industry in his home State of  Qatar
 
The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy Awards have 
been conceived to celebrate individuals for their Lifetime Achievement 
in fields that are close to the heart of  His Excellency Al-Attiyah and that 
mirrored his 40 years of  notable service to the energy world – the Qatar 
Energy Industry; the Organization of  Petroleum Exporting Countries; 
Education; the Advancement of  Future Energy Leaders; Journalism. 
 
We would like to extend our sincere congratulations to the inaugural 
winners of  The Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah International Energy 
Awards – the Class of  2013 has indeed set a very high benchmark for the 
years ahead.






