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2019 was second-hottest year ever, more extreme
weather ahead: WMO

Last year was the Earth’s second-hottest since records
began, and the world should brace itself for more extreme
weather events like the bushfires ravaging much of
Australia, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
saidrecently. The WMO combined several datasets, showed
that the average global temperature in 2019 was 1.1°C
above pre-industrial levels, creeping towards a globally
agreed limit after which major changes to life on Earth are
expected. Scientists say climate change is likely to have
contributed to severe weather in 2019 such as a heatwave
in Europe and the Bahamas hurricane last September.
“Unfortunately, we expect to see much more extreme
weather throughout 2020 and the coming decades, fuelled
by record levels of heat-trapping greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere,” said WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas.

Thailand kicks off 2020 with plastic bag ban

Thailand began the year with a ban on single-use plastic
bags at major stores, continuing a campaign launched by
the government and retailers towards a complete ban in
2021 to reduce waste and debris in the sea. During the
past five months, Thailand was down to 10th after it was
ranked sixth among the world’s top countries that dumps
waste into the sea. The Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment said that the country reduced the use of
plastic bags by 2 billion, or about 5,765 tonnes last year,
in the first phase of campaign to encourage consumers’ to
voluntarily refuse plastic bags from stores.

IEAwarns oil companies doing nothing on emissions
is not an option

Oil and gas companies must boost investment in low
carbon energies or face an increasing backlash that could
threaten their long-term profits and social acceptance, the
International Energy Agency (IEA) said recently. Around
157 of global energy-related emissions come from the
process of getting oil and gas out of the ground and to
consumers. Energy-related greenhouse gas emissions rose
to a record high in 2018. Another key move by the sector
would be to boost investments in the cleaner fuels — such
as hydrogen, biomethane and advanced biofuels such as
cooking oil and genetically modified algae.

Source: Reuters

Tokyo 2020 to power Olympic torch with
hydrogen for first time

Hydrogen will be used for the first time to power
the Olympic torch during its journey through Japan,
organisers said on Monday, as part of Tokyo 2020’s
efforts to hold an environmentally friendly Games.
Organisers aim to offset all carbon emissions
generated during the Games and also use the
Olympics to boost awareness of environmental
issues in Japan.

The Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee said certain
stages of the torch relay will use hydrogen, which
emits no carbon dioxide when it is burned, and it will
also fuel the ceremonial Olympic Cauldron featuring
in the Games’ opening and closing ceremonies.

Denmark sources record 47% of power from
wind in 2019

Denmark sourced almost half its electricity
consumption from wind power last year, a new record
boosted by steep cost reductions and improved
offshore technology. Wind accounted for 47/ of
Denmark’s power usage in 2019, the country’s grid
operator Energinet said recently. The share of power
from wind turbines at sea increased to 187 last year
from 147 in 2018. Onshore wind accounted for 29/
last year. Across the EU, wind accounted for 14/ of
consumption last year.

Equinor aims to cut emissions in Norway by
40% this decade

Norway’s Equinor plans to cut greenhouse gas
emissions from its domestic operations by 40/
this decade and to near zero by 2050, potentially
allowing the country to keep pumping crude even as
it works to meet international climate obligations.
Equinor and its partners plan to invest around $5.7
billion by 2030 to cut CO2 emissions to an annual
rate of about 8 million tonnes at offshore fields and
onshore plants in Norway from 13 million in 2018,
the company said. Oil and natural gas generate
about half of Norway’s export revenue and some
257 of the country’s CO2 emissions. The company
has said it expects Norway’s petroleum output,
based on current resources, to fall by more than half
by 2050, but environmental campaigners say this is
not enough.
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