Issue 1

March 2019 -

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS HEADLINES

Bi-Monthly News Bulletin

oV axdl — 2019 ke

daldia) JLAY A ) ¢ glind)

e sl 1 LAY 50

China switched 4.8 million homes to gas and
electricity from coal in 2018: Environment
chief says.

China expanded its coal-to-gas and coal-to-
electricity projects to 35 cities in 2018 from 12
cities the previous year, China’s environment
minister said on Monday, as the world’s second-
largest economy stepped up its fight against
smog. The minister told journalists at a press
conference, on the side-lines of China’s annual
parliament meeting, that 4.8 million households
switched to natural gas and electricity from coal
for heating last year. That was up from 4 million
households that were switched in 2017.

French government working on ‘more
ambitious’ energy and climate bill

A draft energy and climate law due to be
presented to French cabinet ministers on
Monday has been postponed so that it can be
reworked with more ambitious environmental
goals, President Emmanuel Macron’s office
have announced. The proposals had been
criticized by climate change campaigners and
a high-level state-backed economic affairs
committee for being too vague on some
targets, including an aim for France to be
“carbon neutral” by 2050.

Rio Tinto talking to Apple on next step of
carbon-free aluminium project

Rio Tinto is in talks to move into the next phase
of an agreement with Apple as the miner looks
to reduce the industry’s carbon footprint. Last
May, Rio and Alcoa announced a joint venture,
backed by Apple, to commercialize by 2024

a process that emits oxygen and replaces all
direct greenhouse gas emissions from the
traditional smelting process for aluminum.

Source: Reuters

Dairy firm Arla plans to cut carbon emission
by 30 percent over the next decade

Farmers’ cooperative Arla Foods, one of the
world’s biggest dairy firms, plans to reduce carbon
emissions by 30 percent over the next decade to
meet rising demand from consumers for more
sustainable products. The target comes as Arla,
owned by 10,300 farmers in Denmark, Sweden,
Germany and the United Kingdom, faces increasing
pressure along with the rest of the food industry
to reduce emissions. Livestock farming alone is
responsible for up to 18 percent of the greenhouse
gases that contribute to global warming, according
to the United Nations.

West Australian environment authority pushes
for carbon emissions offset

Western Australia’s environment authority wants
big projects to offset their carbon emissions to
help curb global warming, a proposal resource
companies said could deter investment in the
natural gas-rich state. The state Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) said new projects,
which could include fertilizer and power plants
as well as liquefied natural gas (LNG) export sites,
that generate more than 100,000 tonnes per
year of carbon dioxide, would be required to buy
credits to offset their emissions in order to pass the
authority’s assessment process.

Dutch to close Amsterdam coal-fired power
plant four years early

The Dutch government will close one of the five
coal-fired power plants in the Netherlands next
year, four years earlier than originally planned, to
help reach its climate goals. The decision follows
a 2018 court order instructing the government

to ensure greenhouse gas emissions are reduced
from 1990 levels by at least 25 percent by the end
of 2020.
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